
The Characters

 ̂Huckleberry Finn

Huck's fa ther^



B E FO R E  YOU READ

Jk Match the words in the box to the pictures. W rite the words in the  

spaces next to each picture.

w oods cross foo tp rin t devil cave

A  Now match the words above to their definitions. W rite the number of 

the picture next to the correct definition.

A [ ]  An area of land covered w ith trees.

B □  A re lig ious sym bol.

C | 1 A m ark m ade by your foo t if you step on a soft surface.

D [ ]  An evil sp irit som e people be lieve in.

E Q  A large opening in a rock.
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CHAPTER ONE

Huck, Tom and Jim

m

ad v e n tu re s  an d  we like to th in k  o f  new  gam es to p lay toge the r .  H e  

lives w ith  his A u n t  Polly a n d  I live w ith  th e  W idow  1 D oug las  an d  

h e r  sister, M iss W atso n .  I live w ith  th e m  b e c a u se  my m o th e r  is 

dead  a n d  nobody  know s w h e re  my fa th e r  is.

I t ’s n o t  easy  to live in a h o u s e  b e c a u s e  I like b e in g  o u ts id e  

m os t  o f th e  tim e. B efore I c am e  to live w ith  th e  w idow  a n d  h e r  

sister, I d id n ’t have a h o u se ,  so nobody  to ld  m e w h a t  to do. N ow  

th e  tw o w o m e n  alw ays te l l  m e w h a t  to do. M iss  W a tso n  o f te n

1. W i d o w  : sh e  is c a lle d  “W id o w ” b e c a u s e  h er  h u sb a n d  is d ea d .

M
y name is Huckleberry Finn and  I live

in a small town on the  Mississippi River called St 

Petersburg. My friend Tom Sawyer also lives there. 

We d o n ’t get bored o f ten  b e c a u se  we have lots of
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Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

says, ”H uck, do your spelling lessons!” She w ants me to do w hat she 

says all th e  tim e. This  is d ifficult, so som etim es  I ’m sad. I t s  also 

difficult to go to school. But the W idow Douglas thinks school is good 

for me. I 'm  lea rn ing  to spell, read  and  w rite a little, and  I m  also 

learning some math.

I'm only a boy, bu t  I have a lot of money. Tom and I found $12 ,000  

in a cave once. I t’s ours now and we each  have $6,000. A m an nam ed 

Judge T h a tch e r  is keeping m ine for me because  I ’m still ju s t  a boy.

I know  my fa th e r  w ants  my money, so i t ’s a good th ing  he isn ’t

here. Before I found  the money, he often hit me. I hid 1 in the 

woods m ost of the time w hen  he was here. I ’m sorry 

I c a n ’t tell you I never saw him  again, because 

I did. This is the story of all the adventures 

I had  because my fa ther  re turned .

It all s ta r te d  one  w in te r  m orn ing .

A f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  I w e n t  i n t o  t h e  

g a r d e n .  T h e r e  w as  s n o w  o n  th e  

g round and  I saw a footprint. I looked 

down and  saw the shape 2 of a cross in 

one of the  footprin ts. It was m ade to 

keep the  devil away. Suddenly , I was 

very afraid. I knew tha t footprin t well.

It was my fa the r’s.

1. h id  : (h id e , h id , h id d e n ) w e n t th ere  b e c a u se  I d id n ’t w a n t h im  to  fin d  m e.

2. s h a p e  : th e  form  o f  s o m e th in g .





Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

m o n e y  an d  c a n n o t  lea v e . F or m ore  in fo r m a tio n , se e  p a g e  3 2 .

I n e e d e d  he lp  an d  th e re  was only one  p e rso n  I 

co u ld  ask. T h a t  p e rs o n  was Jim , M iss W a ts o n ’s 

slave. 1 J im  was a tall b lack  m an . H e h ad  a ball 

m a d e  of an im a l  hair. T h e  ball knew  every th ing  

a b o u t  th e  f u tu r e .  I w a n te d  to  a sk  J im  a b o u t  my 

fu tu re  a n d  my f a th e r ’s.

So th a t  n ig h t  I w e n t  to see J im  in his room .

“M y f a t h e r  is h e r e  a g a in .  I k n o w  b e c a u s e  I 

fo u n d  his fo o tp r in ts  in th e  snow ,” I cried .

J im  l i s t e n e d  to  h is  b a l l  a n d  sa id ,  “Your o ld  

f a th e r  d o e s n ’t k n o w  w h a t  to do. S o m e t im e s  

he w an ts  to go away a n d  so m e tim e s  he  w an ts  

to stay.”

“W h a t  a b o u t  m e ? ” I asked .



Huck. Tom and Jim

“T h e  ball says your  fu tu re  will be very d iff icu lt ,  b u t  also very 

happy. D o n ’t go n e a r  th e  river b e c a u se  t h e r e ’s tro u b le  t h e r e , ” J im  

answ ered .

I w e n t  to my room . I fe lt  very a fra id  again . I o p e n e d  th e  door 

and  su d d en ly  saw th e  m a n  I was so a fra id  of. H e  was s i t t ing  on 

my bed . It was my fa ther!



U N D E R S TA N D IN G  THE TEXT

PET

Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it is correct, tick (!) A; 

if it is incorrect, tick (! ) B. There is an exam ple at the beginning (0).

A B

0 H uckleberry Finn lives in a sm all town near the

Pacific  Ocean. □ 0

1 He is friends w ith Tom Sawyer. D □

2 He lives w ith the W idow  Douglas and her sister. □ □

3 H uck ’s m other and fa the r are both dead. □ a

4 Miss W atson a lw ays te lls  Huck w hat to do. □ □

5 Huck finds it d ifficu lt to go to school. □ □

6 He d o e sn ’t th ink he is learn ing anyth ing at school. □ □

d7 Tom and Huck are both very poor. □

8 H uck ’s fa the r never hits him. □ □

9 Jim  is M iss W a tson ’s slave. □ □

10 Jim  told Huck his fu tu re  was happy w ith no problem s. □ □

L IS TE N IN G

Huck has to do many things in the house. Listen to the Widow Douglas 

telling Huck what to do and number the pictures in the correct order.

i.:V' /  ■ _
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A  Y O U ’RE A L O T T E R Y  W IN N E R !

What would $6,000 be worth today? To find out, multiply it by twenty. 

($1 in those days would be worth $20 today.) W rite your total in the 

space provided.

$6,000 x 2 0 i  ......... ......................

Imagine you win this amount of money on the lottery. W hat would you 

like to spend it on? Below are pictures of some things you could buy 

with the am ount of money you just calculated. Look at each picture 

and decide which one you like best.

A  W R IT IN G

Look back at your answer above and write a short letter to Huck. Tell 

him why you made this choice and not the others. If you prefer, you 

may write him a letter telling him about some other way in which you 

would spend your money. W rite your letter in about 100 words.

Dear Huck, ..................................................................................................................

Yours,
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J k  S U M M A R Y

What happens in Chapter One? Match a sentence in column A to a 

sentence in column B.

A B

1 Huck and Tom A wants H uck ’s m oney.

2 Huck lives w ith B looking a fter H uck ’s money.

3 Huck and Tom have C d o n ’t get bored very often.

4 Judge Tha tcher is D told Huck his future.

5 H uck ’s fa the r E saw a foo tp rin t in the snow.

6 One m orning Huck F saw his father.

7 M iss W atson ’s slave, Jim , G a lot of m oney.

8 Huck w ent to his room and H the W idow  D ouglas and M iss 

W atson.
i
*
*

A  L A N G U A G E

Unscram ble the verbs below to get their infinitive forms.

1 viel ............................. 5 tsra t ......

2 n laer ......................... 6 islten

3 difn ............................ 7 eihd

4 tih ..............................

Choose which of the above verbs best fits each sentence below and 

com plete each one with either the Present Simple or Past Simple 

forms of your unscrambled verbs. There is an exam ple at the 

beginning (0).

0 H u c k   w ith M iss W atson and the W idow  Douglas.

1 H u c k ..................... som e m oney in a cave once.

2 H uck ’s t ro u b le s ...................... when he saw his fa th e r’s foo tp rin t in the

snow.

3 Jim  ...................... to his ball of anim al hair before he to ld Huck his

future.

4 H uck ’s fa the r is a v io len t man who often ..................... his son.

5 Huck n e v e r   how to speil until he w ent to school.

6 Huck often ..................... in the w oods because his fa the r hits him.
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